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V18-21. The picture of walls made of jewels reveals that the New
Jerusalem will be a place of purity and durability—it will last forever,

J. Vernon McGee: “The New Jerusalem is a city of light and a city
of color. God is light, and He is there. The city is described as a jasper
stone as clear as crystal. All of this color will be coming out and flooding
God'’s universe. The jasper stone is a sphere, and the city, the New
Jerusalem, is within. The light shining from within through the jasper
stone, acting as a prism, would give every color and shade of color in
the rainbow—colors that you and | have not even thought of yet. The
New Jerusalem is, | believe, a new planet, and it is inside a crystal ball.
The presence of the primary colors suggests that every shade and tint is
reflected from this city. A rainbow that appears after a summer shower
gives only a faint impression of the beauty in the coloring of the city of
light. Oh, what a glorious place that is!!”

V22-24. “No Temple”: The Temple, center of God’s presence
among His people, was the primary place of worship. No temple is
needed in the new city because God’s presence will be everywhere. He
will be worshiped throughout the city, and nothing will hinder us from
being with Him.

The shekinah glory inside the Holy Place. Jesus walking on this
earth declaring Himself the light of the world and those that followed
Him would not walk in darkness. (Jn. 8:12) The eternal state will have
the trinity within and around the people of God. Everything will reflect
from that light.

“Into it”: Again there will be movement in and out of the gates.
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V25-27. Eternal life is available to you only because of what Jesus,
the Lamb, has done. God has accomplished His original purpose with
man—fellowship. He now has a creature who is a free moral agent and
who chooses to worship and serve Him eternally.

Genesis
The sun is created.
Satan is victorious

Sin enters the human race.

People run and hide from God.

People are cursed.

Tears are shed, sorrow for sin.
Earth is cursed.

Paradise is lost.

People are doomed to death.

Revelation
The sun is not needed.
Satan is defeated.
Sin is banished.
People are invited to live
with God forever.
The curse is removed.
No more sin or tears.
New earth, Glorified City.
Paradise is regained.

Death is defeated.

The Bible records for us the beginning of the world and the end of
the world. The story of mankind, from beginning to end—from the fall
into sin to redemption and God’s ultimate victory over evil—is found in

the pages of the Bible.
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New Earth, New Heaven, New Jerusalem
Rev. 21
3/10/21

In our studies of the book of Revelation we have reached the end
of time and the beginning of eternity. We have reached the course of
the history of the Church, the nations, and the nation of Israel through
this present age and also through the Tribulation Period. The
Millennium is over, Satan has been judged, the wicked have all been
raised and cast into the lake of fire, and only eternity remains. Every
trace and vestige of sin and its curse is now to be removed, and
everything will be made new. Seven new things are mentioned in the
last two chapters of Revelation. Seven is the number of perfection and
reminds us that when God say, “Behold | make all things new,” He
refers to absolute perfection. The seven new things are as follows: 1)A
new heaven, 2) A new earth, 3) New inhabitants, 4) The New Jerusalem,
5) A new temple, 6) A new light, and 7) A new paradise.

V1. “And | saw”: We have before us God’s revealing of His plan
given to John. In this chapter eternity is revealed. This section gives us
details about this eternal state of the redeemed. Heaven is real and real
people will be there.

“New heaven and a new earth”: The “new heaven” is the
atmospheric heaven around and above the earth. This area has been
the domain of Satan (Eph. 2:2) and must be purified before the heaven
of God can come down to the new earth. This new earth will be a
perfect environment. Rom. 8:18-21; Il Pet. 3:7-13; Isa. 65:17; 66:22.
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“No more sea”: A unique distinction of this new earth will be that
the vast oceans of water that now cover three fourths of the world’s
surface will not be included, leaving much more inhabitable land for the
population of the redeemed.

V2-3 “New Jerusalem”: This is the place that is the habitation, the
eternal home that is prepared for the church. Jn. 14 is where Jesus
declares “I go to prepare a place for you”. This is where God “dwells”

among His people. Wherever God reigns, there is peace, security, and
love.

V4. “No more”: Maybe we know so little on this side of our
eternal state but we are shown what will not be there and the list is
nice to see. This New Jerusalem will not become a massive graveyard
like our present earth is. This is stating that no matter what we are
going thru even at the last step of death this broken world will not
define what we will have there. God has written the final chapter. It will
be true fulfillment and eternal joy for those who love Him.

“Former things are passed away”: This is speaking of the curse
that resulted in Adam’s sin (Gen. 3:16-19). The effects of the curse are
removed and all things are made new. God does not merely repair the
creation because He re-creates it for His children to enjoy for all
eternity.

V5. “I make”: God is the creator. The Bible begins with the
majestic story of His creation of the universe, and it concludes with His
creation of a new heaven and earth. This is the hope and
encouragement for the believer. When we are with Him, with our sins
forgiven, and our future secure, we will be like Christ. We will be made
perfect.
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V6. “It is done”: This is a statement of divine finality. It represents
God'’s promise that this new state will be forever. Alpha and Omega are
the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. This phrase represents
the sum of all things. In Rev. 1:11 and 22:12-13 it is used of Christ, Here

itis used of God the Father (He that sat on the throne) the deity of the
Trinity which are all in one.

“Water of life freely”: Thisis a wonderful truth being shown us
here that we, even in His presence, will desire and thirst after God and
the things of God and that will be satisfied. The truth Jesus tells in Mat.
5:6 where He says “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled” will have significance in our
Eternal State.

V7. “He that overcometh”: | Jn. 5:4 “For whatsoever is born of
God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.” People who overcome “endure unto the end”
Mark 13:13. They will receive the blessings God promised. 1) eating
from the tree of life, 2) escaping from the lake of fire (the second
death) 3) receiving a new name, and 4) being included in the Book of
Life. Those who can endure the testing of evil and remain faithful will
be rewarded by God.

“Inherit all things”: Rom. 8:16-17 “The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
with Him, that we may be also glorified together.” Just as a bride is an
equal inheritor of all that is her husband’s, so the Church, the Bride of
Christ, will inherit all that is His.
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“Be my son”: Notice that we are so special to God. We are the
sons of God in a unique and glorious fashion. | In. 3:2 “Beloved, now
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be life Him; for we
shall see Him as He is.”

V8. “But”: The contrasts between verses seven and eight are
graphic. They represent the age-old concept that there are only two
kinds of people with God, believers and unbelievers. They experience
two different lifestyles on earth and go to two different eternal
destinies. Believers go to “eternal life” while unbelievers experience
“the second death” which is the lake of fire.

V9-10. “The Lamb’s wife”: From this verse to verse 21 we have the
description of the Holy New Jerusalem. The expression “the Lamb’s
Wife” attached to this eternal city that is not brought into view until
after the fate of all the lost is shown. Its designs and purpose is the
eternal dwelling place of the Church, the Bride of Christ. Empty it has
no meaning put filled with the intended occupants the language
receives credence. In Rev. 22:3,6, and 19 the citizens are identified with
the city.

“Out of heaven from God”: What we can fully understand about
how the relation of “Holy City” is that 1) it comes down out of heaven
and 2) it is not stated that it comes to earth.
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J. Vernon McGee: “The New Jerusalem will either become another
satellite to the earth, or, what is more probable and what | think is true,
the earth will become a satellite to the New Jerusalem as well as the
rest of the new creation. This chapter indicates that the city will be the
center of all things. All activity and glory will revolve about this city.

God will be there, it will be His headquarters, and His universe is
theocentric (God-centered). The New Jerusalem is therefore worthy to
merit such a preeminent position for eternity.”

V11. “Having the glory of God”: The most dominant characteristic
of the holy city is the presence of God’s glory, which personifies God’s
presence with His people. The glory that departed from the Old
Jerusalem (Ezek. 8-11) is restored to the New Jerusalem of the future.

We are being given descriptions that are stunning and which shows us
we will not be disappointed in any way.

Rom. 5:2 “rejoice in hope of the glory of God”. When we arrive
there that hope will be realized. Here we have not and cannot
experience the full glory of God. Sin caused God to remove His glory
from man’s presence, but in this city all that is past. Redeemed people
dwelling with God in a city “having the glory of God” is the grand goal
which is worthy of God. This city reveals the high purpose of God in the
church, which is to bring “many sons unto glory” (Heb. 2:10).

“Light”: The Greek word translated here means source of light.
The city is a light giver. It does not reflect light as does the moon, nor
does it generate light by physical combustion life the sun, but it
originates light and is the source of light. His presence does that for
God is light.
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“Like unto”: Here we are being told that the entire city is like a
precious stone. The original text gives way to a stone that is transparent
and gleaming. The diamond would be the most likely meaning here.
This with the knowledge that there is a “street” of gold gives the image
of a diamond in a gold mounting which is interesting to consider.

V12-13. “Twelve gates”: Whatever may be gates are for passing
thru. The nation of Israel is shown to have the names of the tribes
written on these gates. Israel had an order in which they encamped

around the tabernacle and now they, it appears, have an order to enter
to worship God.

V14. “12”: There only 12. The purpose was to show the nation of
Israel that this is the Messiah by the use of sign and wonders. They
could heal the sick at will and raise the dead. Their powers stopped
when they died and did not transfer any further. When that which is
perfect is come that which in part comes to an end. The canon of the
Bible is finished with Revelation. Jesus is the chief corner stone but the
church is built upon the foundation which the apostles laid. (Eph. 2:20)

V15-17. “Foursquare”: The New Jerusalem is a perfect square, the
same as the Most Holy Place in the Temple. (I Kings 6:20). The size of
this city indicates that each border is approximately fifteen hundred
miles long. Thus the dimensions of the city would be equal to the area
from the eastern seaboard of the United Sates to the Mississippi River
on one side and from the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico on the
other. In addition to the length and breath, the city will be fifteen
hundred miles high. This great size will afford sufficient space for the
habitation of the saints from all ages of history. The walls are 216 feet
high.

Page 6 of 8




